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ADDRESS, &ec 


HAVE, my countrymen, waited long, with a firm 

perſuaſion that the real advantages of the peace 
would by degrees be acknowleged, and that when 
the rage of party, and the heat of political debate 
were a little cooled, the natural diſcernment and 
good ſenſe of Engliſhmen would return, and we 
ſhould hear no more of perſonal invective and party 
names. But fince this is not our happy ſituation at 


preſent, and the ſpirit of party, of diſcontent, and 


national prejudices, continue to be buſily propagated 


by ſelf. intereſted men, who have, unhappily for the 


conſtitution, acquired too great influence by the pow- 
er * have ſo long engroſſed, and with which they 
B were 
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were entruſted for quite other purpoſes; ſince this 
power and influence which they have acquired by 


the favour of the crown is made uſe of againſt it; 


fince they claim a Preſcriptive right to govern us, 


becauſe they call themſelves by a certain party name; 


ſince we are declining faſt into an ariſtocracy; and 
we ſee a combination formed, which declare by their 


oonduct that the King ſhall not govern, unleſs he govern 


by them; nor be popular, though poſſeſſed of more 
princely virtues than have often met together, unleſs 
he gives them the lead, and continues to them all 
the emoluments of government, which they have 
| engroſſed for half a century 3 1 > 1s time for every 
honeſt man to ſtep out and aſk who theſe men are, 


that declare they, and their families and dependants 


anly, ſhall ſhare the power and profits of govern- 
ment; and becauſe they are not indulged, ſpread 
the ſpirit of diſcontent and faction, ſupport the moſt 
virulent abuſe of characters, however worthy, pro- 


ſtitute the ſacred name of Liberty to the vileſt 
e agg dare | to aſſert has our liberties. are 


invaded 
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5 
invaded, under a prince who has not mne ; 
of infringing thoſe of his nen ſubjects ? | 


arg anſwer this queſtion we Ried only look back 
for half a century, confider their public conduct 
(for I pretend to no knowledge of the ſecrets of cabi- 
nets) and then aſk what they have done for this coun- 
try, that they noo ye to have a ri ye {till to yr 
it by a Pare. 


I would: firſt aſk under whoſe edrainiſiention we 
lived, and whoſe political abilities were employed to 
govern us, after the finiſhing of the glorious war of 
Queen Anne, by an inglorious peace? when Europe 
wiſhed for repoſe, when France was under a minority, 
had a faction in her own bowels, and the branches 
of the houſe of Bourbon were diſunited? Who then, 
I aſk, made no uſe of all theſe advantages, plunged 
us farther into debt, from whence we can hardly ever 
recover, and involved us in the inextricable maze of 
contradictory continental connections? Who broke 
with Spain our natural” friend; choſe the friendſhip 
of France, and then meanly ſubmitted to that power 


they 
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duced to almoſt univerſal banks uptey? 


141 
they had impoliticly endeavoured to ruin, by wo 
miſes they a not to avow ? 


Under | whoſe adminiſtration was the en 
8 full of foll y,and; the. moſt abandoned wick- 
edneſs, carried into execution ? and the nation re- 
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Under hi — Tirited e ee was 47 Spa- 
niſh war conducted, when Hoſier lay periſhing to watch 


a treaſure he dare not to ſeize ? when our merchants 


and mariners were inſulted with impunity, and were 
held from avenging themſelves? when the ſearching 
of Britiſh, veſſels was ſubmitted: to, and an infamous 
convention took. place, in which the demands of the 
Engliſh nation were reduced to nothing, and an old 
chſolete claim of Hanover ae 8. 


Bale 1 01/6 weigh was a pint concluded 


with France, when at a vaſt expence the Ruſſians 


were juſt ready to attack her, and the fineſt army 


under the m_— generals 900 on her frontiers? 
Under 


TY 


Under whoſe adminiſtration did ſhe gain Lorrain, 55 
ſecure Alſace, enlarge her dominions and influence, 
encroach on, our colonies, extend unchecked a chain 
of forts round them, and was well nigh ruining them? 
Who allowed and ſubmitted to her ſuperiority ?. pro- 
pagating the opinion that it was in vain to contend 
with her, and ſhamefully ſent the nobility of England* 
AS ne to ſecure her friendſhip? 


Linder ela e see were two men ſent to 
zommand in the Mediterranean, who it was known 
oould not poſſibly agree together? And who ſup- 
ported, vindicated, and encouraged that man, Who, 
by a ſhameful neglect of his duty, ſuffered the French 
and Spaniſh fleets to eſcape? and this vindication 
ſupported at the expence of the treaſure of that na- 
tion he had ſo eſſentially injured, and of ſo much 
contradictory evidence, not to {ay perjury, as has 
greatly weakened, if not confounded and deſtroyed, 
all evidence ever ſince? I. ſay no more on a ſubject 
1s. fatal, ſo dreadful in its conſequences | 
4 Who 
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Who kb thi man n afterwards on very im- 
e e . 


Whoſe ny ahiniſtgticn were we under when the 


French fleet inſulted the Engliſh coaſt by lying un- 


der Dungeneſs? When the laſt rebellion broke out, 


* who ſuffered five thouſand banditti to frighten them- 


ſelves, and all the women of the nation, propagated 
the fear of the danger they pretended we were in, 
and almoſt unoppoſed permitted them to march into 


the heart of the kingdom, when three regiments, 
with the country armed, were 2 ſufficient to 


have 116/700 them. ? 


O did chat W conſiſt of, which, 


riftead of arming Engliſhmen, who had property, to 


oppoſe this ſhadow of an army, and put theutſelvies 


at their head, begged only for money to inliſt the 


refuſe of the nation, and at an immenſe expence ſent 
tor foreign _—_ tO defend us? Who was it that, 
when 


— ö 
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when theſe foreign. troops arrived, took no care to 


provide for them? And if, while theſe men who have 


an hereditary right to govern us were lolling at caſe, 


perhaps at Arthur's, or dining together, theſe foreign 
troops, unprovided for, unattended to, unuſed to a 
free country, ſtrangers to its cuſtoms and manners, 


had forced their quarters, and took proviſions by 
force, how dreadful muſt have been the conſe- 
quence | what Engliſhman does not ſhudder at the 


at 


N ot to o multiply diſagreeable particulars, who did 


that adminiſtration conſiſt of, which began the laſt 


war by a bold and ſpirited ſtroke, but had no ſpirit to 
follow it; who when they found France not frighted 


as they expected, neglected to improve it, and let the 


fruits of it rot and periſh in our harbours? Who car- 
ried on the war they had begun, in ſo languid a 
manner, that our colonies were well nigh loſt, had 
not an unexpected ſtroke from General Johnſon faved 


them? 


By 


Fei} 


By whom were our public affairs conducted, when 


the French were ſuffered to land fifteen' thouſand 


men in Minorca,” and they did not take them priſo- 
ners? who, | inſtead of doing this, were frightened. 
by the threats of an invaſion, ſent an inferior fleet 


againſt the French, ſuffered the loſs of Minorca, al- 


moſt gave up Gibraltar, and fat tamely dreading an- 
Invaſion, when the leaſt exertion of the En gliſh 
ſpirit would have chaſed the French fleet out of 
the Mediterranean, made their army in Minorca pri- 


foners of war, and ſewed them, that a few armed 


merchant veſſels were ſufficient to run down. a fleet 
ad flat bottomed 1 ee 


% 
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And are - ticks the men who have a rightto govern 


us, who inſolently revive the almoſt exploded di- 
ſtinctions of party, and ſhamefully vilify, by the moſt 
abandoned hirelings, a whole nation, united by all 
the ties of public faith and mutual intereſt ? | who, 
inſtead of joining with the endeavours of govern- 


ment to. make the beſt uſe of that peace we now en- 
joy, 


15 e 

joy, condemn and abuſe it, tho they would have glo- 
ried in making it themſelves; by falſe repreſentations 
endeavour to deſtroy the popularity of the beſt * 
princes, whieh he once was happy in enjoying; and 
while he is conſcious of not having an intention to 


make the leaſt infringement on any part of our liber- 
ties, inſinuate that he deſigns to deſtroy them, treat 


him as if he had, and by hireling writers teach the 
people to do ſo too; while they themſelves, by thel abuſe 
of liberty, and confounding it with licentiouſneſs, are 
its real and worſt enemies: whoendeavour to propagate 
a licentious ſpirit, and a oontempt of government 
among che people, in hope that they may ſeize the 
helm in the ſtorm, and govern us when we are 


divided againſt each other. 


Oh! let it not be ſaid, that theſe men, who, for 
ſo long a ſeries of years, have ſhewn ſo puſillanimous 
a ſpirit when they governed, who ſunk the nation 
into contempt, and who had well nigh loſt all our 
colonies; who have deſtroyed that unanimity we ſo 


lately enjoyed; and revived afreſh the fatal fpirit of 
D parry” 


L 10 ] 

party and faction, which was almoſt deſtroyed, ſhall 
ſeize the government again, repeat again the ſame 
fatal blunders, loſe the glories we have now gained, 


and have an opportunity again to neglect, endanger, 
and ruin theſe colonies we have reſcued and extend- 


ed, at the expence of ſo much blood and treaſure. 
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